
Outer Orbital Area Study
Evidence Base Report Version 3.0

6th May 2021



|

Contents

May 20212 Outer Orbital Area Study Evidence Base

Introduction 3

Background 4

Structure of this Report 5

Definition of the Outer Orbital area 6

Major Economic Hubs & International Gateways7

Part 1 Current Context 8

Part 1a Policy Context 9

Part 1b Demographic and Economic Context 12

Part 1c Social Context 18

Part 1d Environmental Context 23

Part 1e Transport Networks 30

Part 1f Public Transport Access and Connectivity 36

Part 1g Travel To Work Analysis 47

Part 2 Future Context 66

Part 2a Demographic projections 67

Part 2b Scenario Forecasts 72

Part 2c Interventions 78

Part 2d COVID-19 82

Part 2e PESTLE Analysis 85

Part 3 Need for Intervention 89

Part 3a Issues and Opportunities 90

Part 3b SWOC Analysis 98

Part 3c Problem Statements 105

Part 4 Vision and Objectives 130

Part 4a Vision 131

Part 4b Objectives 132

Part 4c Next Steps 136

Part 5 Appendices 138

Part A Policy Review 139

Part B Socioeconomic Indicators 167

Part C Development Opportunities and Challenges 169



Introduction



|

Background

The Outer Orbital Area is one of the most diverse and exciting parts of the South East. This area serves some of the largest 
and most dynamic conurbations in the South East. It also boasts one of the most diverse landscapes in Southern England, 
which is protected by two national park authorities.

A corridor and coastline of contrasts

This Outer Orbital area is, socially, economically, 
and environmentally diverse. 

This area has some of the highest areas of 
deprivation in the country, and areas of very 
high economic productivity and prosperity. It 
Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
and historic environments. It is the home of 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ 
major role in the international economy.

All these strengths makes planning a challenge.  
How do we effectively incorporate such a wide 
range of interests, needs, and actors? How do 
we navigate the complex interdependencies 
and constraints which each of these interests 
place upon the development of the corridor? 

Despite these challenges, it is this diversity 
which makes the corridor such an appealing 
place to live and work, something which 
stakeholders, and policy documents alike, make 
clear is of great value for those who live there.

A route to post COVID-19 recovery

At the time of writing, the Outer Orbital area, 
along with the rest of England, was in lockdown 
in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. . This 
Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
development and will continue to have a 
marked impact upon the region over the 
coming years. The economic consequences will 
leave a significant legacy on the area.

Some already underlying trends (such as a shift 
to home working) appear to have accelerated 
markedly, while others (such an increased use 
of cars against a backdrop of levelling out car 
use in recent years) have seen notable 
reversals.

Whether these trends continue in the 
anticipated direction or revert backto pre-
pandemic norms as the impact of COVID-19 
subsides, is challenging to predict what will 
happen next.

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ άǳǇǎƛŘŜǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
experience of 2020. For example. the region has 
ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ άǎǘŀȅŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 
in 2020. The COVID-19 pandemic has therefore 
underlined the importance of the natural 
landscape and re-emphasises the importance of 
protecting and enhancing the natural and 
historic environment.

Looking ahead into 2021 ςit is clear that the
economic impacts of the pandemic will be 
significant, and dramatic. They may force policy 
makers to look again at commitments made 
prior to 2020 and reflect whether these are 
appropriate for a post COVID-19 economy. 

However, major historical events such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic are, thankfully, rare, and 
when they occur, they can offer unprecedented 
opportunities for social transformation and 
progression. 
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Structure of this Report

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ό¢Ŧ{9ύ 
Outer Orbital Area Study. As well as presenting the evidence base, this report summarises the key issues and opportunities 
in this area, describes a vision for the area, and sets objectives for the study. This study has four parts:

Part 1 summarises the current evidence 
base underpinning this area study.

It presents research and analysis sourced from 
policy documents, publicly available data and 
maps, scheme promoters, and insights from 
stakeholders. It is presented in six parts:

Å Part 1a summarises the national, regional, 
and local policies relevant to this study 
(more detail is provided in the Appendix).

Å Part 1bdescribes demographic and 
economic trends.

Å Part 1cdescribes social trends, including 
deprivation, accidents, and air quality.

Å Part 1ddescribes environmental 
characteristics, including protected areas, 
heritage, flood risk, and landscape.

Å Part 1eŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǊŀƛƭǿŀȅΣ 
and international gateway networks.

Å Part 1fpresents analysis of the accessibility 
and connectivity of the public transport 
networks serving the area. 

Å Part 1g summarises our analysis of Travel 
To Work patterns in the area.
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Part 2 summarises evidence that shows 
how the future of the area may evolve.

It is presented in four parts:

Å Part 2a summarises the demographic 
projections based on Local Plan 
development data provided by Local 
Planning Authorities.

Å Part 2bdescribes the results of the South 
East Economic and Land Use Model 
(SEELUM) which estimates the impact of a 
άtǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ {ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
(developed by TfSE and its stakeholders in 
2018/19) on socioeconomic and transport 
outcomes in the Outer Orbital area.

Å Part 2clists the key highways, railways, 
international gateway, and local transport 
schemes under development in the area. It  
does not comment on whether the balance 
of schemes by modes and geography is 
right ςthis will be considered later in the 
options phase of this project.

Å Part 2dexplores the impact of the COVID-
мф ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ 
and transport demand.

Part 3 presents our analysis of the key 
issues affecting the Outer Orbital area.

It is presented in two parts:

Å Part 3a summarises some of the issues and 
opportunities we have identified that are 
relevant to the Outer Orbital area (focusing 
on three areas).

Å Part 3b presents the results of our SWOC 
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Challenges).

Å Part 3csummarises the Problem 
Statements identified by stakeholders that 
this Area Study will seek address.

Part 4 sets a vision and objectives for the Outer 
Orbital area study.

It is presented in three (short) parts:

Å Part 4a describes the Vision Statement for 
the Outer Orbital area study.

Å Part 4b lists the objectives of the Outer 
Orbital area study.

Å Part 4c summarises the next steps of the 
Outer Orbital area study.
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Definition of the Outer Orbital Area

The Outer Orbital Area encompasses the strategic corridors that run along the South Coast from the New Forest in the west to Thanet in 
the East. The Local Planning Authorities in this area are shaded in light purple below. It is also served by four Local Enterprise Partnerships 
(running from west to east): Enterprise M3 LEP, Solent LEP, Coast to Capital LEP, and South EastLEP.
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Major Economic Hubs and International Gateways

The largest Major Economic Hub in the Outer Orbital area is the South Hampshire conurbation, which includes Southampton, Portsmouth 
and the surrounding areas. The other prominent Major Economic hub is Brighton and Hove, which extends out to include Worthing. Other 
notable Economic Hubs along the corridor include Folkestone and Dover, Thanet, Hastings, Eastbourne, Chichester and Bognor Regis. 

May 20217 Outer Orbital Area Study Evidence Base



Part 1
Current Context



Part 1a
Policy Context




































































































































































































































































































































