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Part 1: Introduction



Introduction

Purpose Contents Next Step
This Thematic Plan outlines the relationship ris report provides an analysis of the role

4 K& 5 & F{9Qa iGN 0§S3IA0 LYOD
¥ ﬁugssyd E S Yb-D-2 gSfN?VtrgA %Hi#lﬂ’ﬁ? S[oﬁh%ﬁs{c;fén&l%dlh ti:EH]e c{ase for invéstin in the Levelling Up.y
White Paper and the strategic objectives of i k& D2 GSNY YSyY (1 Q& [ SOt T AY I 113 ISV R ®

TISE Th + of thiolani tecLin six Part TfSE is developing a Strategic Investment
ThisplanF 2 N)¥& LI NI 27F ¢ Tv&h?%;]%g?sIis"cleséliﬁrjlllisavs.ris%ngz'?l%s'x arsS, plan (SIP) that will sythesise the technical
Programme, which developed Strategic _ - Wworkundertaken by TISE to date and
Outline Programme Cases for four areas Par.t 2desgrlbes theontextof Levelling present a compelling case for investment in
within the South East of England. It Up in relation to the South East. all modes of transport isouth EasEngland.
complements five other Thematic Plafsee A Part 3details theissues and The SIP will include a more detailed

Figure 1.loverleaf)for Rail; Bus, Mass opportunities for levelling up the South examination of potential funding

Transit and Shared Mobility; Strategic Active  East. opportunities beyonctentral government,

Travel and Micromobility; Highways; and A
Decarbonisation.

and it will outline how TfSE, its partners, and
tits constituent authorities will work together

Part 4describes thevision and
objectivesof Levelling Up the South Eas

This plan assesses the content and through investment in transport. to deliver positive change.

objectives of the Levelling Up White Paper = - - o Although the Transport Strategy approved
. A ax A . a oA P t 5details thelocatjo cific _ . :

YR NBOASGA K2g (KSAS in?’ir%ié@nétg gallop et and published in 2020 is not a Statutory

overarching strategy. A Part 6revi thebenefit g of Document, the UK government has stated it
. . art 6reviews thebenefits and cos . 58 o B dr8 Ao
Using a range of data sets to assess various d pack fint i pAtt FALS aRdzS NBIIFN
indicators of inequality and deprivation, this © Proposed packages ot INteVEntions. integral part of the Transport Strategy
planwill propose a series of interventions to A FinallyPart 7considersdelivery options ~ development process, articulating the case

address the identified issues and F2N) Y2QAy3 GKS { 2 dorinvestinentiamiz ddliverySan to 205G

recommend how investment in transport strategy forward. A Draft SIP iseing publishedor a12 week

infrastructure can contribute to Levelling Up public consultatiorfrom 20 Jun€022. A

the South East. final version of this document is expected to
0S FTR2LJGSR o0& ¢¥{90Qa
early in 2023.
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Area Studies Outputs

Figure 1.1: TfSE Area Studies and Strategic Investment Plan Document Hierarchy

Area Studies and SIP Outputs

Key to document abbreviations

SPOC - Strategic Programme Outline Case
OAR - Options Assessment Report
ISA - Integrated Sustainability Appraisal

@) South East
Strategic
Investment Plan
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Part 2: Context



Context

Recent trends in UK inequality

Despite being a prosperous nation with a
well performing economy, inequality in
the UK has increased in recent decades.

The Gini coefficient is the most widely
used summary measure of inequality in
the distribution of household income. It
serves as a gauge of economic inequality
by measuring income distribution among
a population, whereby 0% represents
perfect equality and 100% represents
maximum inequality.

Figure2.1a K2 ¢ a4 K2g (KS !
coefficient has increased from around
25% in the late 1970s to around 35% in
2020, representing an increase in
inequality during this period.

The Government have an ambition to
reverse this trend and transform the
United Kingdom into a fairer and more
just society, where every individual is
given the opportunity to achieve a good
standard of health, education and
employment.

6 | June 2022

Cinl index score

Figure 2.1: Gini coefficient of the United Kingdom from 1977 to 2021
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Context

The Levelling Up White Paper These capitals are interdependent such that Where this is restricted, the benefits of

The Levelling Up White Paper, titled the interactio.n of each determines thg overalzhgglqmeration a}re Iim.ited, productivity is lower,
Levelling Up the United Kingdomwas outcomes,_wﬁh placgs cqught in a vicious cyaled firms and hlgh skilled yvgrke_rs may locate
published in February 2022. of decline in one capital likely to underperforegisewhere. Whilst connectivity (including

in all capitals. Physical Capital refers to the transport) is only one component of the
examination of a range of SOSELONOMIGC ability of people to connect with opportunitiesﬁramgwork, tr.ansport hqs an important rqle to
indicators which are used to evidence th(;or employment and other key services. play in breaking the vicious cycle of decline and

v I NNI i haPeveryidrie shiaresw helping places achieve better outcomes.

SR e < SR AR - N NAVARN ¢« = X1l 1 =98] Figure 2.21 evelling Up Capitals Framewotk
I32OSNYYSyaQa adNI G-~ Co
inequalities hrougha range of policy

The Paper presents a thorough

Some places are caught in vicious cycles

interventions which target various Physical Capital Intangible Capital Social Capital "‘w“““‘““' Financial capital ~ Human Capital
indicators of inequality. fr%“i?ﬁ. 5555?9 ovge, ¢ Conanton Centalsatin Frmsstugge - Low ncome _
. -skil of deprivation .
The Paper declares Levelling Up as a frms £ lower economies capacity france
mission to challenge and change this Li'ﬁ, l l Redi’cgd . | Poor socal
- . . . . H 7 - - [s] rtunity to oW investment
unfairness and inequality of opportunity agglomeration, Smigration of 5°E'E'I9f"“9 buid capabiity npeople and outeomes
08 ONBIFGAY 3 | |Iploplg]  podavy ! | l
. - ! _ - |
eyerywhere Ilve.longer and more f'ulfllll.ng Fmsaatign | lovivemen | tesamcne | o W e Ml e )
lives, and benefit from sustained rises in  iocateclsewhere and RED and public accumulation accumulation

Services

living standards and webeingQ ®

A Framework of Capitals ’ ‘ ' ‘ *

The Paper presents the Levelling Up Leading to persistently worse outcomes

agenda in a framework of six capitals: Productivity | Quality of life 4% | Place Leadership s
People living in \/\l People in some parts of v Some places have Peaple and places

physical, intangible, social, institutional,  someplaces have

the country have fewer lost a sense of lack power and |
. . . seen pay and income opportunities to live community, local autonomy to
financial and human (Figure 2.2). stagnate. whil others have good and healthy lives. pride and belonging. improve their

outcomes.
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Context

The Levelling Up Missions

The White Paper defines 12 focus areas
and associated missions, each with an
objective to guide policy across
government over the coming decades.

Table 2.1details each of the 12 focus
areas and missions, and how they relate
to transport. The role of transport in
contributing to each of the missions will
be assessed in the following part of this
thematic plan.

TheDfTLevelling Up Toolkit

The Department for Transport published
a policy document in February 2022
titled Transport Business Cases: The
Levelling Up Toolkit

This document is designed to advise how

a transport business case should
contribute toward delivering th® ¥ ¢ Qa
strategic priority toGrow and Level Up
the EconomyThe toolkit highlights the
transport barriers to levelling up and the

indicators that could be used to evidence
the case for change and investment.

The toolkit acknowledges the importance
of investing in the transport network and
the role that improved connectivity has to
play in achieving the Levelling Up
objectives.

It notes that investing in transport creates
larger and more unified labour markets,
enhances business connectivity and
improves access to local services.

Table 2.1: Théevelling Up Focus Areas and Missiéns

Boost productivity, pay, jobs and living standards by growing the private sector, especially in those places where they are |

Living By 2030, pay, employment and productivity will have risen
in every area of the UK, with each containing a globally
competitive city, and the gap between the top performing

Standards

and other areas closing.

Research &
Development

By 2030, domestic public investment in R&D outside the
Greater South East will increase by at least 40%, and over
(R&D) the Spending Review period by at least one third. This

benefits.

additional government funding will seek to leverage at
least twice as much private sector investment over the
long term to stimulate innovation and productivity growth.

8 | June 2022

Levelling Up Thematic Plan

agg ing

This is driven by employees access to employment
opportunities and employers access to skilled labour, as well
as business to business connectivity, including agglomeration

This is influenced by the availability of strategic transport
connections to London, international gateways and other
major economic hubs to attract inward investment.
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Context

Table 2.1: Théevelling Up Focus Areas and Missiéns

Focus Area Mission

Transport By 2030, local public transport connectivity across the

Infrastructure country will be significantly closer to the standards of
London, with improved services, simpler fares and
integrated ticketing.

Digital By 2030, the UK will have nationwide gigabit -capable
Connectivity broadband and 4G coverage, with 5G coverage for the

majority of the population.

Relationship to transport

Enhanced public transport services will help improve access
to employment opportunities and other key services, and
create more integrated places which are less reliant on
private vehicles.

Improved digital connectivity and increased home working
will result in a reduction in the need to travel. Digitisation of
the transport network will improve operational resilience.

Spread opportunities and improve public services, especially in those places where they are weakest

Education By 2030, the number of primary school children achieving
the expected standard in reading, writing and maths will
have significantly increased. In England, this will mean 90%
of children will achieve the expected standard, and the
percentage of children meeting the expected standard in
the worst performing areas will have increased by over a

third.

Skills By 2030, the number of people successfully completing
high -quality skills training will have significantly increased
in every area of the UK. In England, this will lead to 200,000
more people successfully completing high -quality skills

training annually, driven by 80,000 more people
completing courses in the lowest skilled areas.

Health By 2030, the gap in Healthy Life Expectancy (HLE) between

local areas where it is highest and lowest will have
narrowed, and by 2035 HLE will rise by five years.

9 | June 2022

Affordable and convenient access to primary schools is
important to achieving good attendance at school, which in
turn impacts standards and grades. School choices which
result in longer journey times may discourage active or
sustainable travel. Increased private vehicle usage has
impacts related to air quality, road safety, physical inactivity
and poor public health outcomes.

Skill attainment can, to an extent, be attributed to the
provision of access to education, particularly further and high
education, and employment opportunities. Where these are
abundant, the number of people attaining high quality skills
will be higher.

Health outcomes are, to an extent, affected by the
affordability and convenience of access to GPs, hospitals and
other healthcare services.

TRANSPORT FOR THE
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Context

Table 2.1: Théevelling Up Focus Areas and Missidns

Wellbeing By 2030, well -being will have improved in every area of the General access to key services can have a significant impact
UK, with the gap between top performing and other areas on wellbeing. Wellbeing will be better where access to key
closing. services is abundant.

Restore a sense of community, local pride and belonging, especially in those places where they have been lost

Pride in Place =r ~penpR n&dDN dA nAAQNR r ?2 0Ot A PridgadiRlagechinybe imprévaddy creAtiQmcomaninitiBsdyitht
their town centre and engagement in local culture and high quality transit systems, urban realm and walking and
community, will have risen in every area of the UK, with the cycling infrastructure.
gap between top performing and other areas closing.

Housing By 2030, renters will have a secure path to ownership with Good transport connectivity can make sites more desirable
the number of first  -time buyers increasing in all areas; and and unlock areas for future growth. The development of
At N FeWNEABNAAYyr ABkdadeA dr Re mesidentidl sitAswll kdiress theshoftfallAn housing supply
decent rented homes to have fallen by 50%, with the and make home ownership a viable option for more people.
biggest improvements in the lowest performing areas.

Crime By 2030, homicide, serious violence and neighbourhood Improved public realm and urban design can contribute to
crime will have fallen, focused on the worst affected areas. safer streets and lower neighbourhood crime.

Empower local leaders and communities, especially in those places lacking local agency

Local By 2030, every part of England that wants one will have a A clear sub -regional vision, including an identifiable pipeline
Leadership devolution deal with powers at or approaching the highest of evidenced transport interventions, can support the move
level of devolution and a simplified, long -term funding toward devolution deals.
settlement.

TRANSPORT FOR THE
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Context

The South East in context Place Typologies Maidstone have all experienced reductions
The area within the authority of Coastal and Estuarine Communities in their industrial sectors. _
Transport for the South East is ¢CKS NBIAZYOQ& L2 LidA b A SSHVa B ONREEN eXBangion 5 o

characterised by a range of place

_ categorised into four groups. The first are
typologies.

communities situated along the coast and
Unusually for the UK, it does not have Thames Estuary, many of which are

2YyS R2YAYI Yl dzND |y dh8attarisds By highilevedlsf/oRozivwAtiQra
status as a global city has had growth and poor strategic and inteurban

limiting affects on places within its orbit.  connectivity to London and other economic
The South East does contain urban hubs within theTfSEarea, for example
conurbations of significant population Margate and Eastbourne.

and communities in need of Levelling Up. Regional Centres

Figure 2.3hows the top 30% most
deprived areas in the South EasteTh
highest rates of deprivation are located to
the east of the region, particularly around
the Kent coastal areas of Medway, Swale
and Shepway. The Solent conurbations
also have high rates of deprivation.

Secondly, regional centres are typically
situated along major radial corridors with
strong connectivity to London and other
major economic hubs of th&fSEarea, for
example Reading, Southampton and
Brighton. These places are not typically
deprived but do, as is common in cities
The least deprived areas of the South Eastacross the UK, have pockets of significant
are located across Berkshire and Surrey indeprivation.

places with good connectivity to London.
In Sussex and Hampshire, the least

Postindustrial decline

deprived areas are generally located Places which have experienced post
inland, with coastal areas experiencing industrial decline also commonly have high
higher rates of deprivation. levels of deprivation. For example, the

Medway towns, Portsmouth, and

1 | June 2022 Levelling Up Thematic Plan

Towns such as Slough, Crawley and
Dartford, which all benefit from good
connectivity to London, often underperform
on socioeconomic indicators compared to
other places with similar levels of access to
London. These towns grew rapidly through
the second half of the 20century due to
planned development including the
relocationof households from London.

Levelling Up the South East

With inequality prevalent across such a
range of contexts, there is no one approach
or policy intervention that can be
systematically applied 2 | RRNB & &
YR Y2RSNIGS AdGQa AY
of interventions will be required to address
the challenges unique to each place, and to
ensure levelling up is achieved across
region.

The next part of this Plan will review each of
the Levelling Up focus areas and assess ho\
transport can contribute to achieving their
missions.
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Context
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Summary

Transport and the Levelling Up
agenda

Transport has a critical role to play in
delivering the objectives of the Levelling
Up White Paper across the South East.

The influence transport will have in
supporting the Levelling Up agenda can
broadly be understood in the following
five ways:

Socioeconomic Outcomen relation to
living standards, local authorities will be
targeting positive changes in the
socioeconomic indicators of populations
residing in left behind communities.
Transport is key to connecting these
communities to areas of opportunity, and
bringing opportunity to areas of
deprivation.

Connectivity:Highquality public
transport, active travel and highway
connections are necessary to enable the
sustainable and equitable development
of left-behind communities. Good
connectivity will enable the development
of these communities by improving

13 | June 2022

access to educational and employment
opportunities. Improvement in digital
connectivity is also a key facet of the
Levelling Up agenda.

AccessibilityLeft behind areas are often
characterised by poor levels of transport
infrastructure and local accessibility,
created by the legacy of historical issues
of cardominated planning and a lack of
walking, cycling or public transport
provision.

Cost of Travelhigh monetary and time
costs can often be a barrier for walking,
cycling and public transport usage,

resulting in higHevels of car dependency.

Improved walking and cycling
accessibility, combined with affordable
public transport fares will enable
improved educational and employment
outcomes.

Supporting new developmentnew
housing developments provide an
opportunity to improve deprived areas
through the provision of new
infrastructure and services. Local
authorities will look to undertake this in a

Levelling Up Thematic Plan

manner which minimises disruption to
community cohesion and existing social
networks.

Quality of PlacePride of place, along
with public health and wellbeing, have
been impacted by 20th century planning
regulations which promoted car
dominated and singleise developments
resulting in poor levels of humastale
built environment.

As such, there is a need to analyse and
disseminate a number of place typologies
across the south east, not only new
towns.

The subsequent parts of this plan will
explore the issues and opportunities for
Levelling Up the South East through
investment in transport infrastructure.
Each of the 12 Levelling Up missions will
be assessed in relation to transport in the
region.
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The Levelling Up Missions

Introduction

This section will assess the issues and
opportunities through the lens of the

Levelling Up missions.

The Levelling Up White Paper contains 12
focus areas, each with a dedicated mission
and objective. Each focus area will be
assessed to determine how it relates to the
strategic objectives of Transport for the
{2dz0K 9Fad®d ¢KS

are:

A

To To Do Po To Do Do Io Do Io Do

Living Standards
Research & Development
Transport Infrastructure
Digital Connectivity
Education

Skills

Health

Well-being

Pride in Place

Housing

Crime

Local Leadership

15 | June 2022
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The Levelling Up Missions

The Levelling Up missions Access to Employment Access td-abour
JAccess to a large and varied employment Access to a large and skilléabour force is

The following pages will assess the first fo I -
9 Pag ! : market gives employees greater choice of key to achieving improved living standards.

focus areas, relating to living standards,

research & development, transport 'al?our oppor_tunltles, including to higher Inward investment will be attracted to areas
infrastructure and digital connectivity. TheseSKilled and higher wage labour. with access to a readily available pool of
focus areas have a shared objective to: Good access is driven by the level of skilledlabour Where this is connected to
wo22al LINBRdOGA G2 G & OGN Depugan ol a1 % 4 g5 § loyment opportunitieshousehold
standards by growing the private sector, markets, whereby p aces which are_well come and living standards V.V'” nerease.
especially in those places where they are connected to commercial (_:entres will Flgu_r N 3.2sh0\_/vsareas of depnvatm_m "
fF33Ay3IQD perform better than those isolated from relatl.on fto major transport Imk_s, with
employment opportunities or where deprivation generally located in areas not on
Living Standards distance makes travel time and cost radial transport routes to London.
The Levelling Up Mission for Living prohibitive to accessing employment, as

; : : Agglomeration Benefits
: : illustrated byfigure 3.1which shows the : _
Standards is that: relationship betweep connectivity and The agglomeration effect describes the

W. & Hnonz LI ez SYLX 24gphvanbhl | YR LINE RdzOG A gimpagt on an economy of companies and
will have risen in every area of the UK, with industries clustering together.

each containing a globally competitive city, The map illustrates that most areas of The development of employment clusters
and the gap between the top performing ~ deprivation are located in urban areas and  4¢ross the South East will help promote the
FYR 20KSNJ I NBFa Of 2 SRt Highgralue high growth areas. Unless penefits of agglomeration across the area.

residents can easily travel to economic hubsy/here these benefits are realised. livin
The link between transport and this mission i high value jobs, improved standards will improve as a result of the

fﬁr 2::‘2??3/5?6 understood by the following socioeconomic outcomes are unlikely 1o be jcreased access to opportunity. Clustering
' realised. The employment opportunities in - ghoy|d therefore be encouraged to help

A Access to employment deprived areas are typically not in high valugract investment and drive improvements

sectors, so residents of these communities living standardsFigure 3.3shows key

must have the ability to commute to access priority industries in the South East.

A Agglomeration benefits high value employment opportunities.

A Access to labour

TRANSPORT FOR THE
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The Levelling Up Missions

Figure 3.1: Connectivity and Deprivatién
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The Levelling Up Missions

Figure 3.2: Income Deprivation and Major Transport Lifiks
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The Levelling Up Missions

Figure 3.3: Key Priority Industries in tif#outh East
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The Levelling Up Missions

[ 2YR2Y Qa4 AYTFEdzSyOS Travel time variances It should be noted that the data presented
in Figure 3.9s aggregated to district

Figure 3.4 illustrates the relationship Figure 3.5 on page 21 illustrates the : o
council level, and that further variations

between Public Transport Travel Time relationship between Public Transport _ = :
from London and Mean Gross Annual Pay  Travel Time and Gross Value Added per XISt within these areas depending on the
in 2021 Head in 2016. density and spatial coverage of the
_ _ _ _ transport network.
The map shows a loose correlation The map shows there is a relationship
between these two metrics. The highest between these two metrics, with areas
levels of Mean Gross Annual Pay are in with faster public transport travel time to

areas of Surrey and Berkshire. However, London having higher measures of GVA
some areas of the South East with a similar per head.

travel time from London, for example in
Kent and East Sussex, have a lower Mean
Gross Annual Pay.

For example, parts of Berkshire and Surrey
which are within 60 minutes Public
Transport Travel Time from London have a

Good connectivity to London generally GVA per Head greater than £35,000.
equates to higher mean gross annual pay, Whilst the connectivity to London is
which tends to follow transport corridors. important, there are other factors
Although connectivity to London is contributing to the prosperity of these
important in spreading wealth, public places.

transport accessibility is not the sole factor
influencing Mean Gross Annual Pay across
the region.

Conversely, areas of Kent such as
Gravesend, the Medway Towns and
Sittingbourne, as well as coastal areas in
The Medway towns, for example, have Kent and East Sussex, have a GVA per Head
good transport connections but low Mean  of less than £20,000. The variation

Gross Annual Pay. This is likely a result of a between these two areas of the South East
low skilled low wage local economy, rather demonstrates the challenges involved in

than poor transport connectivity. Levelling Up the region.

TRANSPORT FOR THE
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Figure 3.4: Public
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Figure 3.5: Public
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The Levelling Up Missions

Research and Development R&D spending across the UKFgure 3.6  in need of levelling up, which also tend to
The Levelling Up mission for research and ::Ilustr;]'[esﬁ-thhe Stoluth |E8;8t currde_ntly ?eﬂeljlth lack good access to high investment areas.
development is that: gc())::]triéas ;?] defegie(;/r?s OHg\?vzr\]/elrng ora Figure 3.7shows the number of scientific

. « A x 4 ox X _ = A A .. ~research and development job by local
W.e Hnonx R2YSauAO Ldoamuriis inkhé Gouth BaXt which aré'”aumé”rﬁg These are ?nostlyjfounél/ to the
outside the GreateBouth Easuvill increase  need of levelling up, for example Medway, west of tﬁe region. with a high
by at least 40% and over the Spending  Eastbourne and Littlehampton, do not ’
Review period by at least one third. This  generally benefit from this investment

additional government funding will seek to  pecause it is generated by or targeted at

concentration around the Reading and
Winchester conurbations. The lowest
number of jobs in this field can be found in

leverage at least twice as much private industries based in prosperous areas of the : :

; _ _ > Kent, with the exception of the far east of
sector investment over the long term to region, and not at deprived communities the county P
stimulate innovation and productivity :

AINR S G KDO Figure 3.6: R&D expenditure, UK countries and regions, 2019

Althoughthis mission usethe South Easas
a benchmark for growth across the rest of
the UK, there is an indirect relationship
between this mission and transport in the
South East

Access to a large quantum of skilled labour
can attract companies to invest in R&D
OFLI oAt AGEeY YR AG
O2yySOuAz2ya G2 [ 2YR;
international gateways and other major
economic hubs, which are key to attracting
this skilled labourTransport in theSouth
Eastalso has an important role to play in
facilitating collaboration and increased I Business I Higher Education % Government & UKRI #8 Private Non-Profit

TRANSPORT FOR THE
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Figure 3.7: Scientific research and development jobs by Local Authority irBieth East®
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Transport Infrastructure Transport can help address these issues andin urban areas, new bus priority lanes are
. - : [ ' mor

The Levelling Up mission for transport Level Up the South East. -By connecting peophe_eded to make bus journeys faster, more

to employment opportunities, and reliable and more attractive to passengers.

infrastructure is that. other_key services, transporg can _have a i i

w. 2 anonz {20kt Lo bokifde iyt dnih kgt sobld i S O B e e e
across the country will be significantly clos&fconomic indicators, including productivity, petween placés and provide people with
to the standards of London, with improved edycational attainment, health and wellbeing,more opportunities to access education
services, simpler fares and integrated and pride in place. employment and other essential services.
UAOLSUAY PO There can also be a reverse relationship  Extensive transport networks are required
This objective aims to see levels of public however, with variations in the provision of  to avoid less weltonnected places being
transport service operate closer frequenciesransport infrastructure exacerbating existing |eft behind.

GeLIAOIE 2F [ 2y R2Y Q4 indyRaNidsdny Scdelensting fositiyeDutcdra
at four or more trains per hour. in well connected places, and entrenching
deprivation in places with less connectivity.

e&%urze 3.9llustrates average journey times
to key services by walking and public

Figure 3.8hows the difference in journey _ _ _ transport andFigure 3.1Gshows bus
times to key services by car and walking arl@vestment in public transport and active traV%lervices per hour during the Monday

public transport. The correlation here is IS critical to achieving equity of opportunity. Iy, o ning neak. The map illustrates the
predominantly between rural and urban ~ Particular, buses and other forms of shared  .,5jenge of accessing key services in areas
areas, as rural areas are less well served bi{nobility are crucial to facilitating improved ang . ich are poorly served by public transport,
public transport and have longer walking more affordable access to local employment particularly more rural areas. These
distances to key services. In these and _education opportunities and other key challenges have grown owing to the impact
communities, residents need their own  SEIVICES. of the pandemic on ridership and
vehicle to access education, employment For example, 77% of jobseekers outside of  consequential service operations viability by
and other opportunities. This disadvantages-ondon do not have regular access to a car, s operators leading to a removal of
and further marginalises people who may or motorbike for personal use for work or services.
not be able to afford their own vehicle. interviews. To address this, increased bus

frequencies and reduced fares are required to

remove the barriers to travel for people

without access to a car.

TRANSPORT FOR THE
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Figure 3.8: Difference in journey times to key services average (ngmsy v walking and public transpott
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Figure 3.9: Journey times to key services average (min&klking and P2
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The Levelling Up Missions

Figure 3.10: Bus Services per hauvionday AM Peak3
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Transport affordability is also an important minutes journey time by puvblic transport to
FLEOG2NI Ay RSUOUSNNYAYAYE@tdl Vondbn/ RA A Rdzl £ Q& | ¢Af A3

to access_key service.s, as inadequate pUb”%ome places which are better connected to
transport increase reliance on private central London by public transport, for

vehiclesFigure 3.1qshows trends in example Ashford, the Medway towns,
transport affordability and how the cost of Gravesend and Dartford, also experience
bus and rail travel has increased faster than high levels of deprivation.

private vehicles in recent decades. _ -
This demonstrates that good connectivity

Figure 3.1Zhows LSOAs with low car does not necessarily equate to prosperity,
ownership and high average public travel = o,q that the task of reducing inequality and
time to services. These areas are generally Levelling Up the South East is complex and
situated in urban coastal communities. multi- faceted.

In Kent, more than 40% of households in

Thanet, Dover and Folkestone do not have

access to a car and are more than 15

minutes average travel time to key services.

Other communities with these

characteristics include areas of Brighton and

Hove, Portsmouth and Southampton, where

pockets of urban deprivation exist.

Figure 3.13hows the relationship between
the index of multiple deprivation and
journey time to central London by public
transport. The most deprived places in the
South East, which rank in the 10% most
deprived in England, are mostly coastal
communities which are more than 90

TRANSPORT FOR THE
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Figure 3.11: Trends in affordability of transport
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Figure 3.12: LSOAs wit w Car Ownership
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Figure 3.13: Connectivity and Deprivatidh
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Improved digital connectivity will also
enable increased digitisation of the
transport network, to improve network
management and operational capacity.

W, &8 uwnonX GKS 'Y ¢ A tFurthdtrhof Sncrgdsdll Ac2egsidioRrlife
gigabit-capable broadband and 4G information and digitally enabled services
coverage, with 5G coverage for the majority could be used to influence travel behaviours
2F GKS LJ2 Lzt | G A2y dQ andencourage passengers to travel by

Improved digital connectivity has the public transport. _ _
potential to drive growth and productivity ~ AcCess to a good internet connection
across the South East. Importantly, it has thé&nables people to work from home and
potential to increase the size of local labour therefore access to a greater range of
markets and widen access to employment ©mployment opportunities. Good digital
through increased opportunities for remote Connectivity also enables people to benefit
working. This allows both workers and from new and future mobility options which

companies to locate away from high cost ~ are digitally dependent.

urban centres, enabling a more balanced  Figure 3.14llustrates median download
distribution of growth. speeds by output area. The map shows a
Furthermore, improved digital connectivity concentration of areas with slow download
will reduce the overall need to travel, speeds across Kent and East Sussex, in th

particularly for business. This may allow the New Forest and pockets of West Sussex an
relationship between connectivity and Hampshire.

deprivation to be decoupled, such that  Wwhilst some of these areas are deprived,
people living in isolated communities still  there are also pockets of fast download

have the opportunity to access high value speeds in deprived areas of Kent. The
jobs.

Digital Connectivity

The Levelling Up Mission for Digital
Connectivity is that:
1

33 | June 2022 Levelling Up Thematic Plan

highest concentration of places with fast
download speeds are in Berkshire, Surrey,
west Hampshire and Brighton and Hove.

The data shows a limited correlation
between download speeds and deprivation.
Instead, the correlation is between rural and
urban areas, rather than between
prosperous and deprived communities.

Gigabit and 4G availability are also
important enablers of growth and
prosperity, as areas with good access to
gigabit and mobile networks are more likely
to be able to attract investment and
encourage business.

Figure 3.1%hows local authority access to
gigabit and mobile networks. It shows that
4G mobile connectivity is good across the
South East region, with the exception of
Swale, Maidstone in Kent and the Mole

eJalley in Surrey. Similarly, most areas of the

egion benefit from good gigabit availability,
with Dartford in Kent being an outlier.

TRANSPORT FOR THE
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Figure 3.14: Median Download Speeds by Output Area in the South East
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Figure 3.15: ity Access to Gigabit and Mobile Netwéd
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Education 64 with level 3+ qualifications by local the east of the region, and particularly in

_ o o authority district in 2021. Level 3+ refers to coastal communities. Education deprivation
The Levelling Up mission for educationis A jevels, a higher education diploma, an s also high in the metropolitan areas of
that; advanced apprenticeship and above. Southampton and Portsmouth.

W. e Hnonx U0KS ydzZYo S Nhh&nfp dhbhd zifs'igmff%antégé?)%z 21 Animportant factor in being able to access
children achieving the expected standard in gqycational attainment across the South  education is the journey time to and from

reading, writing and maths willhave East The areas with the lowest levels of  schools, which if long can act as a barrier to
significantly increased. In England, this will gttainment, where the proportion of the good attendanceFigure 3.18hows LSOAS
mean 90% of children will achieve the population with level 3+ qualifications is  with a greater than 15 minute access time to

expected standard, and the percentage of petween 37% and 52.8%, include Dartford, primary schools. These areas are mostly in
children meeting the expected standard in - gyale and Thanet in Kent, and Crawley,  rural parts of the South East, with a

the worst performing areas will have Eastbourne, Rother and Hastings in Sussexparticularly high concentration in rural
AYyONbFasSR oe 2GSNI I THethglln\éB B¥Is of educational attainmentHampshire, between Basingstoke and
Access to education is critical to enabling are across Hampshire, Berkshire and SurreyVinchester, and in the New Forest.

children to develop the skills needed to 15 demonstrates a strong correlation This trend does not closely correlate to
succeed in life. A good standard of educatiofyetween educational attainment and deprivation, with the most deprived
creates more employment opportunities,  geprivation, with the worst performing communities in the region generally having
higher income and therefore a better areas also amongst the most deprived in thegood access to primary schools.

standard of living. Spreading education region. -

opportunities equally is key to levelling up As shown irfigures 3.19 trends for access

the South East. Figure 3.1%&hows education deprivation in to secondary schools are similar to those for
_ o the South East, with the darker shaded areaprimary schools. Access is generally good

Education deprivation occurs when studentsenresenting the most deprived. This map  (within 30 minutes) in the most deprived

leave formal education without the closely mirrors the educational attainment areas of the region, with the longest access

qualifications and skills needed to gain data illustrated irfigure 3.16 with the most  times being in rural communities,

meaningful employmentigure 3.16hows  geprived areas having the poorest educatiorparticularly to the west of the region.

the proportion of the population aged 16 0 4yicomes. These are mostly concentrated in

TRANSPORT FOR THE
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Figure 3.16: Proportion of population aged 16 to 64 with level 3+ qualifications by local authority district
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! Levelling Up the United Kingdom White Paper, 2022, page 10
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Figure 3.17: Education Deprivation in the South E&st
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School Access TimeSOAs greater minutes access tithe

':Mvaide'nhéa
] )
=

N , CR

> » A Dartford—Gravesend
oYy LIPS beccel Ll s g
7N7e£~bury/ , ;¢ Wokingham A y Medway Towns
Thatcham Y N (3 f,g\,,~ . 3 Vol ) - §

/

Reading 9

Sittingbourne
“ ®

i }{, i?\\ 2 /\é

¥y > Redhill] e
3 / ¢ (' Reigate}” ; ¥ )
/' “Andover, 1t 7 SRS - a4 L & . : % ‘ 14 Tonbridge

18 : Y < S g
Ve > = ) ( h S 3 v oy g SR Royal
ey £ s 8 : L ] r QA (_r Fu ~_Tunbridge/_
o T 2 3 .y Crawley/ ¥ Wells
Gatwick Pg

o T e

el { It
%, Aldershot ..Guildford
g Qlder ,

) ; Horsham /P
Winchester= e 74 Ut
& Haywards
5 T 1 /4 1 {. Heath
w5 i} ] Burgess Hill

A i
Southampton . ™ Y
Ry N 14 4, S E ) B 48 ), :
\ \) 0¥ Lo A Nt B Brighton
5§ ] S anditove -

Newport

Primary School Access Times - LSOAs greater than 15 minutes access time o 7 14 21 28 35

[ TfSE Area 26 - 30 minutes ™ ™ Kilometers

Primary School = . TRANSPORT FOR THE
' 31-35 minutes

15 - 20 minutes

- Greater than 35 minutes SOUth EaSt
steer

21 - 25 minutes

Source: DfT

TRANSPORT FOR THE

South East

39 | June 2022 Levelling Up Thematic Plan



The Levelling Up Missions

£
-

_{ Newbdiry/ 7
S 3 .
Thatcham

Newport

Secondary School Access Times - LSOAs greater than 30 minutes access time

Reading

.

Basingstoke”

: Bracknelll.
Wokingham 5
\ s Z »
Woking 5
J; 8 ,’Fﬁboraugh" L V' R A ’\i
< ) X -Redhill( 4T A
? . Aldershot ~Guildford b Reigate}"”|

\

Farnham)
: t

= &g Sl
F S o
o YR J 8 Crawley/
@A Y 4 o i Gatwick
; 7 (O
“ \

Horsha'm
AN ¢ 3
!

(. Haywards

U Heath.

Burgess Hill

X\

Brighton
andiHove

[ sk Area ~| 61-75 minutes
Secondary
! 76 - 90 minutes
30 - 45 minutes
- Greater than 90 minutes

46 - 60 minutes

Source: DfT

40 | June 2022

Dartford—Gravesend J/'
s

tes access tihhe

Medway Town:{§ &

V“ >
. le
'-3> Sittingbourne o

Whitstabl

&2 ok 4
¥ Maidstone g QS
\‘ pr, S

3. S
Tonbridge -+ . =

Royal
Tunbridge

— Wells

y Hastings/
Bexhill

Eastbourne]

0 7 14 21 28 35

™ e (il ometers

TRANSPORT FOR THE

South East
steer

Levelling Up Thematic Plan

By BeaS) hls 3
: / Canterbury

TRANSPORT FOR THE

South East



The Levelling Up Missions

Skills Figure 3.21shows local authorities in the

The Levelling Up mission for skills is that: Ir?]\(/a\{[?is(:tsquartlle for a combination of four key

W. & Hnonsz GKS )fsz()SNA] 2F 1LIS2LIX S adz00S&a & FdA @
completing higkquality skills training will level 3+ equivalent skills in the adult

have significantly increased in every area of ~ POpulation;

the UK. In England, this will lead to ZO0,000A Gross Value Added per hour worked:;
more people successfully completing kigh
quality skills training annually, driven by
80,000 more people completing courses in A healthy life expectancy.

UKS tzgsat alAttsR IN&J4PRorities with all four measures
Access to further education, apprenticeshipsin the bottom quartile are Thanet in Kent
and employment are all importantin ~and Rother and Eastbourne in East Sussex.
allowing people to develop high quality skillsthese |ocal authorities consistently rank

to maximise their income and improve their amongst the most deprived in the South

life outcomes. Good transport ConNectivity a5t Nearly all local authorities throughout
is a key enabler to unlock this access, with Berkshire, Surrey and West Sussex do not

well connected communities able to benefit .
: have any of the four measures in the lowest
from a greater number and variety of quartile

education and employment opportunities.

A median gross weekly pay; and

Figure 3.20llustrates access times to
further education. The spatial pattern of
places with greater than 60 minutes access
time reflects a weak correlation with
deprivation, as these communities are
generally located in prosperous rural areas
of the region across Hampshire and West
Sussex.
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The Levelling Up Missions

Andover,
et

Southampton

Further Education Access Times - LSOAs greater than 60 minutes access time

[ 7fSE Area

Further Education
60 - 75 minutes

76 - 90 minutes

Source: DfT
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The Levelling Up Missions

Figure 3.21: Local authorities in the bottom quatrtile for level 3+ equivalent skills in the adult population, Grg

alue Added (GVA) per hour worked, Median Gross Weekly Pay and healthy life expecancy
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The Levelling Up Missions

Health similar trend is evident for male life communities of east Sussex and the Thames

The Levelling Up mission for health is that: expectancy and healthy life expectancy. Estuary.

. c oA _ The proyisjon of transpoyt ipfrastrycture Gommunities with greater then one hour
R LR S L yani %Ytaﬁwt%ﬁ%?o plgy/{ln%gerrgir%[g‘lgaéé\/érgg?a%cess time to GPs or hospitals,

(HLE) between local areas where it is hlghe?1tealth outcomes. Investment in active travelwhich tend to be located inland, generally

and lowest will have narrowed, and by 2035

, . a - = enceura eople to walk and cycle  have lower life expectancy. Conversely,
'[9 eAtt NRasS oe FA é‘gre ﬁe%tjeﬁgtﬁeﬁefore improving communities with the highest life

Similarly to other focus areas and missions, physical and mental health and reducing theexpectancy of above 84 years are generally
access to key services is critical to achievingisk of poor health. located in the least deprived areas and
positive outcomes. In the case of health, thi benefit from good access to health services.
includes access to hospitals, GP surgeries
and other healthcare professionals.

SFigure 3.23hows the proportion of
overweight and obese adults in the South Communities in most need of levelling up
East. There is a strong correlation between are therefore those with limited access to

There is a clear correlation between areas with the highest rates of obesity and healthcare services, which is not only a
deprivation and health, whereby the most  deprivation, with coastal and estuarine consequence of the provision of the services
deprived communities have the poorest communities containing some of the worst themselves, but also a result of poor

health outcomes. As illustrated figure rates of adult obesity. transport connectivity to access them.

3.22, the number of years lived in good
health for both males and females decrease
by each decile of deprivation.

Figures 3.24 and 3.2&how healthy life
%xpectancy at birth for males (figure 27) and
females (figure 28). Both maps illustrates
Females living in the 10% most deprived  similar trends of lower life expectancy in the
neighbourhoods in England can expect to  more deprived areas of the region.

have around 52 years he_althy ife The relationship between access to health
expectancy, and a total life expect_a ncy of 79services and average life expectancy is
years, compared to thg least deprlved_ shown infigure 3.26 The areas with the
decile, where healthy life expectancy is 71

: : lowest life expectancy are primarily to the
years and total life expectancy is 86 years. '%ast of the region, in particular the coastal
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Figure 3.22: Life Expectancy and Healthy Life Expectancy, England neighbourhoods by deprivation decite? @187
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Figure 3.23: Overweight and obesity prevalence by local authority, 2019/24520
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Figure 3.24: Healthy life expectancy at birth (Males) by local authority, 2007927
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Figure 3.25: Healthy life expectancy at birth (Females) by local authority, 200110928
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Figure 3.26: Access to Health Services and Average Life Expeétancy
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