Outer Orbital

The Outer Orbital Major Road Network encompass roads that that follow the coastline
from the South Hampshire to East Sussex. It serves some of the largest conurbations in

(] the South East area. The areas served by this part of the Major Road Network face many
M R N ‘ O r rl O rs significant challenges in transport and socioeconomic outcomes.
The corridors included in this pack are:

e 004: A21/A259/A2102 (Hastings); and
e 005: A24/A29/A259/A270/A284/A293/A2032 (Chichester — Eastbourne).

The Outer Orbital corridors serve several international gateways, which are
described in the Radial Corridor packs. These include:

* The Port of Newhaven and Shoreham Port, which are described in the South Central
Radial MRN Corridors pack; and

* Portsmouth International Port, the Port of Southampton, and Southampton Airport,
which are described in the South West Radial MRN Corridors pack.
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(Hastings)

Outer Orbital Major Road Network Corridors

Description

This corridor encompasses the Major Road Network in Hastings, which acts as a link
between the Strategic Road Network that features a ‘gap’ between the A259 and A21.
This corridor serves some of the most deprived areas in the South East area.
Development is not expected to be particularly strong in this area in the near future,
which suggests the economy is not expected to grow fast in this area.

The key issues affecting this corridor are:

. Significant deprivation: This is the most deprived Major Road Network corridor in
the South East area. It also has among the lowest earnings and educational
attainment levels.

. Connectivity and congestion: Connectivity on the highway network is poor in
almost all directions. Public transport connectivity is also relatively poor here. This
poor connectivity is compounded by significant congestion, notably on the A21.

The key opportunities to consider for this corridor are:

. Boosting connectivity: Could highway and railway schemes help improve
connectivity to this area and stimulate stronger, sustainable economic growth?




A21/A259/A2102 (Hastings)
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A21/A259/A2102 (Hastings)

Social Context

Deprivation

Hastings is one of the most deprived towns in the
South East area. More than half of the borough is
classified as among 30% of the most deprived areas in
England. There are deprived areas across almost every
part of the Major Road Network that serves this area.

Education

31% of the population is educated to National
Vocational Qualification at level 4 or above, which is
significantly below the average for the South East.
Safety

There were several clusters of incidents resulting in
people being Killed or Seriously Injured on this
corridor during the period 2015-17. One of these
clusters is located on a section of the Major Road
Network in north east Hastings.

Housing Affordability

Although house prices are among the lowest in the
South East, so are average earnings. Housing
affordability is therefore moderate in this area.

Deprived areas
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A21/A259/A2102 (Hastings)

Environmental Context
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A21/A259/A2102 (Hastings)

Highways
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Description

This corridor runs broadly in parallel to the A27 Strategic Road from Chichester in the
west to Eastbourne in the east. It passes through or close to many of the region’s largest
economic hubs, including Chichester, Brighton and Hove, and Eastbourne. It also serves

O O b e I ports at Shoreham and Newhaven.
u t e r r I t a This is the longest Major Road Network included in this study and it serves the largest

population of all the strategic corridors. It runs along the southern edge of the South
Downs National Park through several conurbations along the coast in South Hampshire

[
M R N ‘ O r rl d O rs 5 (including Southampton and Portsmouth), West Sussex, and Brighton and Hove.

The key issues affecting this corridor are:

* Highway congestion and poor connectivity: There are several bottlenecks on the
Strategic and Major Road Networks in this area, notably at Chichester, Arundel, and
Worthing, bring heavy traffic into conflict with vulnerable users. Some congestion
‘spills over’ from the Strategic Road Network onto the Major Road Network that runs
in parallel to this route..

A24/A29/A259/A270 oottt oo i o

* A27 improvements: Can a strategic package of improvements to the A27 help to
relieve pressure on the Major Road Network on this corridor.

A 2 8 4/A 2 9 3 /A 2 O 3 2 * Modal shift: Can investments in urban transit systems along this corridor help shift

demand from highways to more sustainable transport modes?

*  Water freight: Could more freight move along this corridor by sea, thus relieving

(C h iC h eSte r = pressure on the A27 highway?
Eastbourne)
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A24/A29/A259/A270/ A284/A293/A2032 (Chichester — Eastbourne)
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A24/A29/A259/A270/ A284/A293/A2032 (Chichester — Eastbourne)

Social Context

Deprivation

There are significant areas of deprivation in all the
built-up areas across the Sussex coastline, with
notable concentrations in Brighton and Hove,
Littlehampton, Eastbourne and Newhaven.

Education

42% of the population is educated to National
Vocational Qualification at level 4 or above, which is
around average for the South East area. However
there is disparity between districts with only 29% of
the population in the Adur district achieving this level
compared to 51% of residents in Brighton and Hove.

Safety

There were several clusters of incidents resulting in
people being Killed or Seriously Injured on this
corridor during the period 2015-17. Most of these
clusters are in Brighton, which has a high population
density on this corridor. There are also clusters in
Bognor Regis, Chichester, Eastbourne, Newhaven and
Worthing.

Housing Affordability

Housing is not particularly affordable on this corridor
due to low average earnings (compared against
average house prices).
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A24/A29/A259/A270/ A284/A293/A2032 (Chichester — Eastbourne)

Environmental Context

Protected Areas Legend -Bla'ckwgté - Guildford ! » . . edenbridge” [N Tonbridge e ,
This corridor runs to the south of (and in some parts L .. I5tudyAres Valley,_ B S s o A L % o © Royal - AZO
through) the South Downs National Park. It also cuts _Z'RN rf”L:O; o 5 B @ S . Vef Sig'e _ Crawlgl o Tunbridg‘e Wells
across a large Site of Special Scientific Interest near TN H:bsc p:r:S an: iajiseng D0 5 3 4 : 3 A23 A264 Gatyvici< 8 : }v& A21N
Seaford in Cuckmere Haven. Additionally, parts of the = ancient scheduled Monument R ' : 3 ) 3 e .
A259 coastal road in East Sussex run along the top of National Nature Reserve S .. ) : M23 % - 22 : ’ "@u 2 @ ¥
chalk cliffs. Whilst most sections are defended from [ ravsar Haslemere "~ ’ S5 . 5 R o . - Wadhurst
the sea, there are still some short sections of cliff ' 5551 g . <. 3 Hc.)rsh_am _ 5 e 2 P e W L cowborough Jou ol
which require further protection from the ongoing - \é\‘:_o"!f":f”tage i S Y . A264 e O " i . b o 5
coastal erosion. This is a potential further risk to the = A(eg;aftty S F A S & . H;ﬁwards : .
A259 if not mitigated. National Park/AONB ¢ ' . * Heath/ ! iA26
Air Quallty 'y m. @ j% % an ;\23 Budrgess Hill : A272 § ’ Heathfield %
Midhurst » Petworth . 4 S

There are several Quality Management Areas on this . . » e A , . . A $ J S
corridor, notably in Brighton and Hove (covering many ' T e g'@:j 3 ‘P b :
parts of the Major Road Network in this area), o8 @ bm 3 'AM } i i
Newhaven, and Worthing. @ s T sl | =5 .AZ::.‘,W g Y ~ <~

¥ ‘§: ’ % : azs0 . PN, S

o |A27 . Andel [ S

i f" Ghichesier

Bognor Regis = » =
o

-

Selsey

R

0 6 12 18 24 km
1
I

0 3 6 9 12 Miles
ntains OS data

Base map data © OpenStreetMap contributors,

own

Environment Agency,

12 Outer Orbital Major Road Network Corridors



A24/A29/A259/A270/ A284/A293/A2032 (Chichester — Eastbourne)

Highways

Demand

It is estimated that this corridor carries 2,163 vehicles
per hour on its busiest section during the AM peak.
Issues and Opportunities

There are several parts of this corridor that suffer from
significant congestion, notably those parts that pass
through urban areas. The route between Worthing and
Brighton performs particularly poorly, with many parts
see traffic speeds less than 60% of free flow speed.
Enhancements

Two A27 schemes are being developed by Highways
England that should relieve some pressure on the
Major Road Network. These are the:

* A27 Arundel Bypass; and
* A27 Worthing and Lancing Improvement.

Highways England is also developing a package of
proposals for the A27 east of Lewes, which should also
relieve some pressure on the A259 between
Eastbourne and Newhaven.

Major Road Network and Large Local Major schemes
are also being developed by local highways authorities
on this corridor for:

* A259 King’s Road Arches (Brighton and Hove);

* A259 South Coast Road Corridor (East Sussex);

* A284 Lyminster Bypass (West Sussex); and

* A259 Bognar Regis Littlehampton (West Sussex).

In the longer term, Transport for the South East would
like to see the following further improvements on this
corridor:

e A27 Chichester; and
e A27 between B2123 — A293 Junctions.
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